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BOOKS AND PUBLISHED SOURCES ON WVS 
AND WRVS 

(Listed by date) 
 

 

Malcomson, Patricia and Robert. 2013. Women at the Ready. Little 
Brown Book Group, London 

  

 

Malcolmson, Patricia and Robert (ed). 2009. Dorset in Wartime: 
v.15 The diary of Phyllis Walther 1941-1942. Dorset Record Society, 
Dorchester. 

  

 

Watson, Norman. 2008. WRVS in Scotland: Seventy Years of 
Service. Black & White Publishing Ltd, Edinburgh. 

  

 

Jenkins, Pat. 2008. Ladies in Green: The story of Rushden’s WVS in 
WW2. Rushden & District History Society, Rushden. 

  

 

Mills, J. 2005. Within the Island Fortress: The Uniforms, Insignia & 
Ephemera of the Home Front in Britain 1939- 
1945. No. 1 The Women’s Voluntary Services (WVS). 
Warden Publishing, Orpington. 
 
Excellent pictorial book on uniforms and insignia. 

  

 

Cox, P. 2003. WRVS in the Community: Sixty Years of 
Voluntary Service in Bolton. Felton Books, Bolton, Lancs. 
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Williams, A. Susan. 2000, Ladies of influence: Women of the Elite in 
Interwar Britain. Allen Lane The Penguin Press, London.  
 
Includes a chapter on Stella Reading, pp.156-179. 

  
 Hinton, James. 1998. 'Voluntarism and the 

Welfare/Warfare State Women's Voluntary Services in the 
1940's'. Twentieth Century British History, vol.9. pp274- 
305. Oxford University Press. 

  

 

Samuel, Olive. J. 1994. The Womens Voluntary Service 
Christchurch. Smada, Christchurch. 

  

 

Andrews, Patricia. 1988. The Story of the Women’s Royal Voluntary 
Service in the Holme Valley 1938-1988. Holme Valley WRVS, 
Holmfirth. 

  

 

WRVS. 1978. Stella Reading: Some Recollections by her 
Friends. Waterloo Printing Company, London. 

  

 

Bentley-Bowman, K. 1977. Green Sleeves: The Story of the 
WVS/WRVS. Seeley, Service & Co. London 
 
Most readable overall history covering 1938 to 1977 which made 
much use of primary sources. 
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Fenno, Pauline (ed). 1972. It’s the Job that Counts: 1954- 
1971 A Selection from the Speeches and Writings of the 
Dowager Marchioness of Reading Vol. 2. Private publication. 

  

 

WVS. 1963. Report on 25 Years Work. HMSO, London. 
 
Summaries of all activities undertaken by WVS from 1938 to 1963 
arranged thematically. 

  

 

Lloyd, M. Isobel. 1961. The Story of Neath WVS 1939- 
1956. Private Publication, Neath. 

  

 

Graham, V. 1959. The Story of WVS. HMSO 
 
Pictorial history with extended text from 1938 to 1959. 

  

 

WVS. 1953. Report on WVS Work in the East Coast Flood 
Disaster 1953. WVS, London. 

  

 

Graves, C. 1948. Women In Green: The Story of the 
W.V.S. in Wartime. William Heinmen Ltd. London 
 
Factual and party line history of WVS’ role 1938 to 1945. 
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Banks, Barbara. R. 1948. The Story of WVS Clothing. 
WVS, London. 

  
 


